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ike all of this year's graduating
classes around the Houston
region, the 260 Stafford High
School seniors walking the stage have
gone through a tumultuous high
school career. From a normal freshman
year, to a sophomore year interrupted
by COVID-19, then a junior year of
largely virtual learning. Finally, there
was re-acclimation to “normal” school
routines.
It's a four-year period that
Stafford principal Raymond
Root said won’t soon be
forgotten.
“I'd say it has
been the most
un-normal
‘normal’
senior
year
that has
ever
happened,” he
said. “It took a lot
of adjustment to get
back into the swing of
things.”
But the students haven't
been fazed, he said, and are in the
process of culminating their high
school careers.

“I think their resiliency has really
been on display this year,” Root said.
“They've had a lot of responsibilities
thrown on them, but they’re excited
to have the normal things happen at
the end of the school year. It's a credit
to them for their hard work.”

Part of that return to normalcy, he
said, are things that those looking in
from the outside might not see as a
huge cause for celebration. But he
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even those small moments - senior
prom, physically walking across the
stage, and more - represent something
much bigger to the hundreds of
Stafford seniors, according to Root.

Ultimately, he said, they are
memories that can be passed down
through generations, tales of years
past and proof that anything can be
overcome.

“The process of getting through
high school and setting out on your
own isimportant to your own personal
legacy that your grandkids are going
to ask you about one day. It's the
legacy of it all, being able to tell that
story” he said. “It's important for the
kids to be a part of that.”

From a personal standpoint, he said
the payoff is seeing how each of their
260 graduates’ lives have twisted and
turned, but will still culminate with
them being ready for the rest of their
lives. Each one is unique, he said, and
has walked their own journey

According to Root, virtually nothing
compares to seeing the success of their
students as they leave Stafford’s halls.

“They’ve all had struggles, and
they've all had successes. To see that
come to fruition and know what we
worked so hard to do...is the reward
as an administrator,” he said. “We love
seeing each kid’s journey and what
they’ve overcome to get to this point.
All those things are victories, and being
able to celebrate that with the kids is
great.”

In the end, he said once someone
has walked the halls of Stafford MSD,
they’re a Spartan for life, and hopes
they won't ever forget that.

“Don’t forget where you came
from,” he said. “You're always going to
have a home in Stafford, you're always
going to be welcomed here - no matter
how far you go or how close you stay.”

SMSD

The past two years have not been easy forany
student - but two of Stafford High School's students
powered through along with their classmates and
stood out above the rest. In the below profiles, you'll
hear from Valedictorian Mailynn Dinh and
Salutatorian Savannah George.

Both students have excelled on many fronts

STUDENT SPOTLIGHTS

during their time at Stafford. Dinh has already
earned her associate’s degree through the school’s
partnership with the local Houston Community
College, and will enter the University of Houston
asa sophomore in credit hours. George, meanwhile,
is part of the National Honor Society and has also
participated in tennis, cross country, and more while

at Stafford in addition to her academic
achievements.

“They're both incredible young ladies,” Stafford
director of College and Career Services Deborah
Nordt said.

So take a look below for Dinh and George's
thoughts on their past, present, and future.

Student Spotlight: Valedictorian Mailynn Dinh

How would you best describe how you're
feeling coming upon the end of your high
school career?

The one word | think about is bittersweet.
I'm leaving everything I've ever known, but I'm
also really excited for the future.

What would you have to say about the
resiliency of not just your class, but all the
students here with the obstacles you've faced?

The former valedictorian had something in
his speech - when animals are put into a new
habitat, they're forced to adapt. And that's like
us - we were forced to adapt with our
circumstances.

In your own words, what has been the
best part of your time here at Stafford?

You learn something new every single day,
and not just academics - you learn about yourself,
and you can take what you're willing to give.I'm
a very inquisitive person, and the more | ask
questions the more | learn.

Where are planning to attend college, and
what do you plan to study?

I plan to attend the University of Houston
and study accounting. My mom has always been
an accountant working on her spreadsheets, and

my twin sister and | have always been amazed
with numbers and the Excel sheets. We have a
thing here at Stafford where we partner with HCC
for college credit, so I'm going into UH as a
sophomore.

What are you most excited about for the
future?

It's anew chapter. | like this chapter, but there
comes a time in life where have to move on -and
it's hard to let go, but when you look into the real
world see these new things and amazing
opportunities, it's very exciting. You get to be
your own person.

If you had one piece of advice for the next
graduating class, what would it be

Enjoy yourself. | enjoyed learning, growing,
and being around these people, but | feel like
most of the times | just kind of stressed and was
so concerned about getting the next ‘A’ on the
next quiz or exam that | put aside my friends to
study. Have fun.

Student Spotlight: Salut

How would you best describe how you're
feeling coming upon the end of your high school
career?

I've spent most of life here and grown up around
allthese people, now everyone’s leaving and going
on their own path. But it's really exciting to see how
everyone disperses, how they grow, and what they
can accomplish.

What would you have to say about the
resiliency of not just your class, but all the
students here with the obstacles you've faced
(COVID-19, virtual learning, etc.)?

| think we've shown that we're really adaptable
- notjust as students, but as people in general with
the mental circumstances and physical circumstances.
Even if life throws any hurdle at us, as long as you
have the mental will and have the support of others,
you can get through anything.

In your own words, what has been the best
part of your time here at Stafford?

For me, it's the personal growth. When | think
about my freshman and sophomore year versus
myself now, I'm amazed at how much I've changed
- not just academically, but with my friend group,

b

my interests. To see that growth and how I'm
progressing as a person makes me excited for the
person I'm going to be in the future.

Where are planning to attend college, and
what do you plan to study?

I'm planning to go to NYU in New York and
double major in architecture and civil engineering.
I've always liked STEM courses, so | wanted to go

atorian Savannah George

into engineering keep going in that science area.
I'm also a very artsy, creative person, so | feel like
architecture is that balance in both.

What are you most excited about for the
future?

I'm excited about the independence and the
fact that I'm going to be able to be out on my own
—especially when I'min New York. Being in a big city
and surrounded by these big personalities and
characters, I'm excited to be my own person and
grow in myself and also in society. | know there’s
going to be struggles and challenges and I'm going
to fail a lot - but it's going to make me that much
stronger.

If you had one piece of advice for the next
graduating class, what would it be?

Obviously grades are important, and as
valedictorian and salutatorian we both worked really
hard.Butalso learn to prioritize yourself sometimes.
Education should be number one, but take care of
your mental health first. Don't ever let the future
overshadow the present you're in right now. Because
if you're not healthy right now, you're not going to
be healthy in the future. Always put yourself first.



2022 GRADUATES

** ASSOCIATES OF ACADEMICS: MULTI-DISCIPLINARY STUDIES * LEVEL I CERTIFICATION: FILM/VIDEO SPECIALIZATION
+ LEVEL | CERTIFICATION: BUSINESS SPECIALIZATION # LEVEL | CERTIFICATION: CULINARY SPECIALIZATION

GRADUATES
WITH HONORS

VALEDICTORIAN
Dinh, Mailynn N. ##*

SALUTATORIAN

George, Savannah

SUMMA CUM LAUDE

Rodriguez, Payton R. +
Dinh, Maivy N. **
Nguyen, Emily **

Tavarez, Diana E. **
Richardson, Tiana D.

MAGNA CUM LAUDE

Nguyen, Ngoc B.
Nguyen, Trisha C.

Ugo, Kenneth C.
Ocampos, Litzy #*
Ojigho, Daisy V. #*
Collins, Madison C.

CUM LAUDE

Mosley, Isaiah J.
Amako, Stacey A.
Guerrero, Melany G.
Le, Andrew T.
Pena, Edward R.
Rodriguez, Skyla R. **
Armstrong, Brenda M. **
Rodriguez, Raven Y. #*
Chavez, Adrian M.
Munroe, Mia L. **
Johnson, Asia R. #*
Garrett, Taylor L.
Reichling, Lance W. #

A LEVEL I CERTIFICATION: WELDING SPECIALIZATION

GRADUATES

Aguirre, Brandon I.
Albarran, Sydney V.
Aleman, Macario
Almendariz, Breanna F. #
Alvarado, Rudy
Amescua, Angel A. *
Antunez, Priscilla A.
Arenales Roman, David S.
Armington, Chelsea N.
Ashley, Alana W.
Avellaneda, Melvin S.
Awe, Fiyinfoluwa O.
Barreiro, Milly **
Barrett, Jenoah H. /
Barrett, Jordan M. #
Bedrossian, Brenda G.
Blanco, Jeremy E.
Bogerty, Isaiah S.
Boniaby, Quest A.
Boone-Bibbs, Ja'nii R.
Bradshaw, Aniyah L. **
Bradshaw, India S.
Brown, Cory D.
Brown, Dillon G.
Cabrera, Victoria R.
Cadena, Anamaria
Cage, Ashon B.
Calister, Kaylynn J.
Carcedo, Julianne Rose V.
Carrera Aviles, Octavio
Carter, Kayla A.
Castille, Lacy N.
Castillo, Isaiah E.
Castillo, Janay M.

Cedillos Dominguez, Julio A.

Cervantes, Serena V. #
Chambers, Daniel R.
Cina, Kelley D.
Collett, Nevaeh A.

Collins, David A. +
Comacho, Chastity M.
Cornejo, Adylene
Davis, Jaida M.
Davis, Razhun D.
Dennis, Amaya R. #*
Diaz, Joe A.

Dilu, Hamere E.
Dilworth, Donovan P.
Dixon, Deon J.
Dodhia, Inara S.
Dominguez, Myley E.
Dominguez, Savannah L.
Dorsey, Naomi P. ##
Dotting, Samuel V. #
Durisseau, Dylan A.
Ealey-Robinson, Alijaha N. #
Earl, Jeremiah R.
Echols-Thigpen, Ong'nae J.
Ehileme, Chiedozie E. *
Escareno, Briana
Flores, Jasel M.
Flores, Jesse L.

Fry, Kristen E.

Funes Landeros, Jasmine A.
Gabriel, Parris N.
Gallardo, Ricardo
Gallegos Nunez, Jorge D.
Garcia, Julian J.
Garcia, Secilia A.
Gardner-Mitchell, Kiaana J.
Gipson, D’'Mya C.
Hadley, Caleb N.

Hall, Jakera M.
Haynes, Z'Corrian D. #
Hernandez, Celeste G.
Hernandez, Esmeralda
Hernandez, Oscar E.

Hernmanz Barahona, Keylly M.

Herrera, Adrian X. *
Hicks, Jason T. #

Hill, Maryah A.
Hoffman, Lowell M.
Holland, Tashay K.
Hoskin, Ashton C.
Houston, Jasmine H.
Hudson, Isaiah L.
Humphrey, Arielle C.
Humphrey, Daron X.
lyer, Malavika
Jackson, Blake D. #
Jackson, Kymberle A.
Jackson, Madison F.
Jackson, Paris E.
Jacobs, Jessilynn R.
Jacobs, Marquise J.
Jacobs, Reginald B.
James, Braylon A.
Jenkins, JaMarcus D.
Jimenez, Martin R.
Jones, Jayla T.
Kennedy, Jaylen C.
Khan, Amaan Q.
Khowaja, Ali H.
Lacy, Tristen D.
Lara, Kaela S.
LaRue, Christian L.
LeBlanc-Hunter, Shalyn G.
Lechuga, Dayana L.
Lewis, Aaron J.
Lewis, Dania L.
Lewis, Terrence W.
Lilly, Quavious D.
Loggin, Deja P.
Lopez, Giovanni G.
Lopez, Jennifer
Lopez, Jennifer G.
Mack, Nya X.
Maldonado, Aron A.
Marban, Kimberly A. #
Marshall Dubose, Alyssa D.
Martin, Chelsea N.
Martin, Tristan J.
Martinez Guerrero, Rafael #
Martinez, Anthony J.
Martinez, Laura
McGlawn, Exzavier E. #

Mcneal-Moore, Lamari'ye K.

Medina, Amy
Mejia, David A.

Mejorado, Jacob L.
Mendoza Corsio, Josue E.
Miller, Tyler J.
Mills, Keyla E.
Monsivais, Julianna R.
Moore, Rodney G.
Mooring, Shonise J.
Morales, Yazmin E.
Morgan, Corey M.
Myles, Ashton L.
Narcisse, Adrianna N.
Ngo, Kayla H. #
Nguyen, Caitlyn H. *
Nguyen, Dang Huu T.
Nixon, Jazzlyn A.
Nwagboso, Chukwuemeka B.
Nwosu, Olivia C.
Odom, Mariah K.
Olagunju, Hannah O.
Patt, Quardale D.
Pedraza, Amanda L.
Pena, Isaiah A.
Penate, Stephanie C.
Perez, Adriana D.
Pinkney, Deborah K.
Ponce, Angel J.
Porter, Errin B. #
Prather, William C.
Price, Trinity D.
Rahmati, Mohammad N.
Ramirez, Johnny M.
Ramirez, Raul
Ramos, Keren E.
Reeder, Jaylen E.
Regino, Josalyn M.
Rideau, Braylon J. #
Rideau, Nicholas D.
Riles, Destiny N.
Rivera, Justin A.
Rivera, Rubi **
Robertson, Vahjai N.
Robinson, Ashlynn M.
Robinson, Isaac J.
Robles, Alejandra
Rodea, Alejandro D.

Rodriguez Bautista, Johnathan J.

Rojas, Abigail
Roque, Andrei M.
Rubio, Antony
Rubio, Zachery A.

Rushing, Kenedi E. **
Sadeghi, Madalyn R. #*
Salazar, Juan L.
Sanchez, Genesis G.
Sanders, Jeremiah L.
Santamaria, Jose A.
Scott, Andrew E.
Seawood, Skyye A.
Serrano, Gilberto
Silva, Nicolle #*
Simien, Sierra A.
Singleton, Courtlin A.
Stephenson, De'maja M.
Sustaita, Jason
Sutherland, Carter J. #
Sweet, Nahom G.
Talamantez, Ethan H.
Taylor, Trinity E.
Taylor, Zene E.
Tekia, Rodas H.
Thomas, Dadrian A.
Thornton, Joseph V. *
Thornton, Joshua Y.
Tillman, Madison M.
Tolbert, Sydney L.
Torres, Daniel I.
Torres, Tristian A.
Trujillo, Abigail V.
Tshibangu, Blisse K.
Tyler, Sylvester
Uta, Zephaniah K.
Vallejo, Marissa I.
Vanison, Kaitlyn R.
Velazquez, Carolina M.
Velazquez, Eric A.
Velazquez, Micheal R.
Vences, Norma E.
Villalon, Angelita N. *
Villatoro, Sandy N.
Washington, A'Laya K. +
Whalen, Jonathon C.
Williams, Kamyah L.
Williams, Mikeal T.
Wilson, Amalya Q. #*
Winters, Ramiyah C.
Woods, Joel R.
Woodson, Samantha E. +
Xhaferi, Rrona
Zapata, Max |.
Zenteno, Justin
Zhu, Jiayi



A Message from
Superintendent Dr. Robert Bostic

That's a wrap! Senior Spartans, it was the year of the comeback as all of you returned to
face-to-face learning and getting reacclimated to the classroom. You are full of unique
gifts and talents, and you hold the keys to your future. Remember, dreams are goals with
timelines. | encourage each of you to write down your vision, chase your passions, and
surround yourself with people who will challenge you to go higher. You are forever a part
of #StaffordNation!

Our mission at SMSD is to prepare each student
to become college and career ready without remediation.
www.staffordmsd.org | 281-261-9200

Follow Us
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